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added, he would never have afted as they had, and after a delay of nine
months, offered his mediation inftead of fending affiftance *.            ,

While the anfwerto this memorial was preparing in concert with the States
General, the Emperor became indignant at the delay, and imputing the denial
of fuccours to the influence of Sir Robert Walpoie, broke out into the moft
intemperate expreflions againft him. Totally unacquainted with the fiiil
principles of the Englilh.conftitution, and forming, from the accounts tranf-
mitted by count Kiniki, wrong notions of the king's power, and of the ftate
of parties, knowing that George the Second was perionally eager for the
war, he entertained the moft fanguine hopes that the nation would be brought
over to his opinion.

Under thefe impreffions, he revived the chimerical plan which he had in-
*effedually adopted in 1726, of appealing to. the nation againft the minifteiv
His embaffador in London caballed with oppofition $ endeavoured to
excite the fympathy of the nation 9 threw the blame of his efeprefiion on>.
Sir Robert Walpoie; appealed to the king's,feelings, and to his inveterate
hatred of the houfe of Bourbon, and endeavoured,, by means of the Emprefs>
to intereft queen Caroline in his favour*

Thefe imprudent attempts did not efcape the knowledge of Walpoie. An
intercepted letter from the Emperor to count Kiniki, fully developed the
plan in agitation, and difplayed the threats which Charles the Sixth was*
weak enough to fuppofe would alarm the minifter, and compel him to a<5t
offenfively againft France.

He even carried his refentment fo far, that he attempted to obtain the re-
moval of Walpoie, by means of a meddling emiflary, who was ill calculated
to fucceed in fo difficult an enterprife.

This emiffary was Strickland, brfhop of Namur, by birtlk an Englitlima%.
and by religion a Roman catholic. He had been warmly attached to the caufe
of the Pretender, and having facrificed his country to his principles* had been:
promoted to the Abbey of Saint Pierre de Preaux, in Normandy. He hady
iji the latter end of the reign of George the Firft, maintained a correfpond-
ejice with the oppofition; and had through their intereft with the Em-
peror, been raifed to.the bifhopric of Namut; he afterwards became a fpy
to the Englifh miniftry> and rendered himfelf fo ufeful, that fee was.confi-
dered as a proper perfon of confidence to refide at Rome,, for the purpofe of
giving information, with regard to the Pretender. With this view, lord
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